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I Echizen crab, the "king of winter
flavors"

Echizen crab is now available again this year!
In Fukui Prefecture, you can enjoy authentic
Echizen crab dishes not only at restaurants near the
fishing port, but also in the easily accessible town
around Fukui Station.

When you think of Echizen crab, you probably imagine
peeling it and eating it, but the appeal of Echizen crab
is that there are a wide variety of ways to eat it. In this
article, we will introduce a variety of Echizen crab
dishes you can enjoy around Fukui Station, as well as
restaurants that serve them recommended by local
writers!

 Echizen crab "boiled"
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Box 3. Examples, Al for destinations and local communities

Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, France

The Cathedral is being restored, guided by Al technology. Following the extensive damage,
which included the destruction of the roof and spire, a digital twin of the cathedral has
been created. This digital model combines prior 3D scans of the cathedral with reality
capture scans and Al-powered modelling to develop precise and effective rebuilding plans.
Al plays a crucial role in analysing structural data, ensuring that the restoration adheres to
historical accuracy while enhancing structural integrity. The project aims to meticulously
reconstruct the iconic cathedral and reinforce its structure, with the goal of reopening
Notre-Dame to pilgrims and tourists while preserving its historical and cultural significance.

Analysing traveller surveys in Fukui, Japan

The Fukui Prefecture Tourism Federation uses a data management platform that collects
traveller surveys and consumption data, leading to a total of over 50000 cases and 90
facilities, which require huge workloads in the analysis. To address this issue a system has
been built in which Al performs analysis according to the region and selected period and
displays the summary of results and suggestions. Marketing staff are able to timely and
efficiently obtain information on the strengths and issues that need improvement in the
region. This supports the development of improvement plans together with local
commercial facilities and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry for better management
and more consumption

Barcelona, Spain, Zoobot

Spain's Smart Tourism Destinations Programme has introduced an Al-enhanced chatbot
designed to make the Barcelona Zoo more accessible for individuals with visual, auditory,
and cognitive disabilities, as well as those with mental health disorders. This innovative
chatbot utilises advanced Al to provide personalised assistance and information tailored to
diverse accessibility needs. Zoobot offers real-time support and guidance, helping tourists
navigate the zoo, understand exhibits, and enhance their overall experience. The Al-driven
chatbot can deliver information in various formats—such as audio descriptions, text, and
visual aids—to accommodate different needs.

VisitBritain, “Fake Brit Til You Make It”

VisitBritain's digital marketing campaign leverages Al to engage American consumers by
highlighting Britain's rich regional diversity. This campaign employs Al-driven gamification
techniques that incorporate regional British dialects to create an immersive and interactive
experience. By analysing user interactions and preferences, the Al tailors the campaign
content to resonate with individual participants, enhancing engagement and
personalisation. The anticipated outcomes include increased awareness and interest in
British tourism among American audiences, a deeper appreciation of regional diversity,
and a boost in VisitBritain's market presence.
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